
Professional development in Decade of Difference partner districts and sites 
is focused on high impact strategies to leverage accomplishment of goals. 

Research-based strategies being implemented include: 

Professional Learning Communities (PLC) “big ideas” 

Instructional strategies for college and career 
such as Teach Like a Champion and Common Core standards 

Articulated, high-impact professional development starting with teacher 
preparation, into beginning teaching (induction) and throughout the 
career 

P ro f es s i ona l  d ev e lo pm e n t  

Spotlight on:  Alliance Humboldt  

The Alliance Humboldt effort is patterned after national and state 
initiatives to ramp-up clinically-based teacher preparation.  There is 
strong local commitment to bolstering K-12 learning and future teacher 
readiness through increasing undergraduate time in a variety of classroom 
placements and engaging all learners in strategic, hands-on experiences 
throughout the 4-year preparation pathway. 

Professional Learning Communities are key to developing a 
community of practice that includes experienced teachers, beginning 
teachers, student teachers and undergraduates at all levels with the focus 
on student learning and student work. 

The Alliance Humboldt effort is beginning with the Multiple 
Subjects Credential pathway.  Other departments and faculty in Single 
Subject Credential areas are also refining courses and resources to enhance 
the clinical experience at the secondary level. 

HSU has hired new faculty members and department leaders to 
work in collaboration with local K-6 partners. 

Contacts: 
 

Cathy Dickerson,        

Coordinator-Teacher Support Services 

cdickerson@humboldt.k12.ca.us 

707-445-7088 
 

Colby Smart, E-Learning    

Specialist/Prof.Development 

csmart@humboldt.k12.ca.us 
707-601-8060 

Featured Resources 
PLC “Big Ideas” 

Brochure 

CDE Common Core 

Standards Support 

Website 

HCOE Professional  

Development 

Opportunities List 

Decade of Difference 

Website 

Calendar 
 

Impact Area News 

Early Success 

Youth Entrepreneurship 

Financial Literacy 

Parent/Community 

Professional Development/

Teacher Training 

Program News 

Northcoast Cal-SOAP 

Go...Beyond High School 

 

 Alliance Humboldt is a strategic partnership between Humboldt County K-12 schools and 

Humboldt State University which seeks to implement clinically-based teacher preparation. 
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